FMMI Tip 12-5, Changing the Variable Screen within BI Reports
If you’ve ever gotten the Could not find any data to display message (see below) while trying to run a BI report, this Tip will demonstrate how the variables can be changed without starting over from scratch.
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To do so, click on the Filter link:
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This opens the Filter area, then click on the Variable Screen button:
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This reopens the original variable parameters box and the change can be made.  
[image: ]
In this example, Fiscal period 12 was used for demonstration.  This is why FMMI returned no data as we are currently in period 11 so period 12 has no data.  By changing the Fiscal Period to 11 and then clicking the OK button, data for Fiscal Period 11 is returned without having to start everything over.  
[image: ]


Another example of where this could be useful is to quickly change a Funded Program without having to re-enter all the other data.  Again, click on the Filter link and then the Variable Screen button:
[image: ]
A quick change to another Funded Program can now be made without having to enter the other parameters.  In this example Funded Program AR.MU.5358.01.0050 is changed to AR.MU.5358.01.0100.  Then click the OK button and the data for the new Funded Program is displayed. 
[image: ]


This will work for changing any of the current filters you may have in place or any of your initial variables regardless of whether you have data or not.  For instance, if the above report is filtered on Document Type TC, (see below), this filter can be seen and changed in this same manner. 
Click on the Filter link and you see the Document Type is set to TC in the filter variables screen 
[image: ]
To remove that filter from here, click the drop down arrow to the right of the TC and select Clear.  This will then return the original report, without any filter on Document Type.  If you selected Edit from the drop down, that would allow you to select or edit to different filter values for the Document Type field.  Basically, Edit just opens up the Select Values window (the same as if you left click on the document header column from the report itself).  You can also filter other fields from this window in the same manner: I.E. click the drop down associated with the field you wish to filter and then select Edit.  This will open the Select Filter window, as above, where a filter value can be selected for that particular field. 

Play with it and if you find something interesting, let us know.  It might become the next FMMI Tip! 
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