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This bulletin is informing all ARS and REE agencies about the amendment to the Mail Management Regulation.

Purpose:
To inform ARS/REE agencies of the amendment to the Mail Management Regulation.

Discussion:

On July 28, 2003, GSA, Mail Policy Team informed government agencies that they are in the process of writing a Federal bulletin that will extend the deadline for government agencies to convert their mail program from the Official Mailing System, (OMAS) to commercial mail.  This deadline will be in effect until December 31st, 2003.  The new deadline is due to the payment method to the United States Postal Service, (USPS).  At this time, the U.S. Treasury requested government agencies to pay the USPS through a payment system that was developed by them, and not through commercial instructions (private banks).  Currently there are only five agencies that have fully converted their mail system to commercial mail.  The rest of the government agencies are still under the OMAS.  The GSA wanted government agencies to pay the USPS through the Inter-Governmental Payment and Collection System, (IPAC).  However, this system would cause the USPS to build a new system, and also maintain the OMAS account.  Since this is an extra burden for the USPS, the GSA decided not to develop the IPAC system.  The GSA also requested government agencies to make the program manager, and not the mail manager accountable for managing the postage cost.  As a result of the upcoming GSA Bulletin, the GSA has left the mail conversion decision up to each agency.

The USDA, Office of Operations has decided to continue to operate the postal mail under the OMAS.  Therefore, all prior instructions found in bulletin 02-002 are rescinded.  The USDA and ARS Mail Managers want to thank all ARS/REE agencies for complying with the Mail Management Regulation.

Please address any question/concerns to this new change to Yvette Anderson, ARS/REE Mail Manager, Phone:  202-720-4030, Fax:  202-720-6577, e-mail:  yanderson@ars.usda.gov.  
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