	ARIS/AIMS Specific Cooperative Agreement (SCA) Template for a new SCA
YELLOW HIGHLIGHTED INFORMATION:  Responses provided, nothing more is needed from the ARS SY
GREEN PRINT:  Required Fields                              

BLUE PRINT:  Tips/Examples, general information.
STATEMENT OF WORK (SOW):  An example SOW is attached at the end of this template document.

	

	Project Title: (140 character limit).



	Start Date:                                 Term Date:  (Format is mm/dd/year, limited to five years)

	Be realistic, it might take 1-2 weeks for NPS approval; another 30-90 days for univ./cooperator approval & signature


	Department Block:  (Example: Agronomy)



	Institute Block: 

(Examples: Kansas State University, University of North Dakota) with City and State


	Agreement # and Award Date:                          SAES, OTHER, OR NONE SECTION:  SELECT OTHER

The Agreements Section will revise it to SAES if State Ag Exp. Sta. is the desired designation by the university.



	Remarks:  Establish new SCA with FY-xx funds in the amount of $xx,xxx.          



	Objective: (3,200 character limit, see example at the end of this template). The Objective will migrate to the Statement of Work for the SCA, it is not necessary to write two separate Objectives.



	Approach: (3,200 character limit, see example at the end of this template). The Approach will migrate to the Statement of Work for the SCA, it is not necessary to write two separate Approaches.


	Keywords:

(No limit, enter each Keyword on a separate line, phrases on the same line (e.g., Integrated Pest Management)).



	Investigators:  (Names only, do not enter the University or Department in ARIS Investigator tab/list).

List all ARS scientists and all Cooperator personnel who will be involved with the project. 

SY time always = 0.0 for all listed.



	STP, NP and 417 codes:  Codes automatically pull in from the related in-house parent D project.  

Suggestion:  Print a current copy of the related in-house D project to review and identify the appropriate codes for the proposed cooperative agreement. All codes on the D project can be selected, or just some of the codes, but a minimum of one code in each category is required (mark it as 100% if using only one).
Indicate % of this proposed project that supports the code(s) identified for each category (cannot leave any category blank). 
FOS = Field Of Science; RPA = Research Problem Area; SOI  = Subject of Investigation; Sub-Activity Codes

STP Codes = Strategic Plan; National Program (NP codes cannot be changed).



	Agreement Info Tab/Request Type:   New Agreement
Leave the following fields blank:  Congressionally Mandated

Note:  Multi-Year, Intent and Total Funds blocks are completed only when the ARS SY/Unit knows they actually intend to fund the SCA at a certain dollar amount each year. The Intent as to why the Unit plans to do multi-year funding must be explained; entering "Funding at $50,000 per year for four years" is not acceptable. The Area Directors and NPS want to know why you intend to do multi-year funding and how it will benefit the Unit's Mission/CRIS project(s).

Multi-year funding amount, Intent explanation, and Total Funds info (see note above): 
Related In-house D project Number:  (Example  5442-21660-075-00D): 

(D project Title and Accession Number will default into their blocks once the D project is identified/selected)



	Reason research cannot be performed by the ARS scientist:

Example:  ARS staff does not have the expertise for analyzing potential molecular targets that may be used to genetically or chemically manipulate leafy spurge growth and development. NDSU scientist has expertise in genetics and modifying growth using plant growth regulators. ARS scientist has expertise in genomics, molecular biology, and ecological factors affecting leafy spurge growth and development.



	Relevance to Parent Project Block:  Please explain how funding this SCA will benefit and support the related in-house D project and mission of the Unit (see examples below).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example 1: This SCA will support the parent project by (1) identifying signaling pathways regulating seed and bud dormancy; and (2) determining the function of individual genes involved in bud and seed growth and development.  Research accomplishments will benefit the parent project and mission in helping to devise new integrated pest management strategies for controlling noxious weeds, such as leafy spurge and Canada thistle. 
 

Example 2:  This research will complement the parent project with new, large-scale rangeland information.  Several grazing treatments will be analyzed using optical imagery to determine effects on rangeland biomass and quality.  Results will be integrated with the parent project to improve rangeland monitoring and economic assessment. 
Example 3:  Relates to parent project subobjective 3c, Perform SWAT simulations to determine the off-site impacts of USDA conservation practices for the coterminous U.S. (the CEAP National Assessment) and subobjective 3d, Utilize remotely sensed data for use in the comparison of measured and simulated data to determine the effects of land management practices.
 

Example 4:  This project relates to parent project subobjective 2a, Determine how environment, production, and storage alter phytonutrient content in fruits and vegetables, 14 month milestone for determining postharvest quality and phytonutrients to allow organic producer adequate time to provide material for analysis.

Example 5:  This SCA contributes directly the newly approved CRIS Project Plan Sub-objective 1.F (Screen and identify exotic germplasm for tolerance to post-anthesis heat stress); Sub-objective 2.E (Determine the genetics and molecular basis of heat stress tolerance in selected wheat lines); and Objective 3 (Develop and apply phenotypic and genotypic selection technology for these traits to hard red or white winter wheat germplasm or cultivar development). This SCA will benefit the CRIS Project Plan by helping to achieve approved milestones for the project.



	ARS Contact Financial Dealings:   (Conflict of Interest question)    NO                   YES 

Do you, or any full-time resident of your household, have any activity or financial interest (dealings) with the Source of Funds Org(s)?

If Yes, provide an explanation/details:



	ARIS 416 Budget Tab entry: (this is not the same as the REE-454 three column budget; enter the amount ARS is funding):

· D, R, or T project providing the funds to the SCA:

· Dollar amount to go to the University/Cooperator:

· 


	This next section is for the data entry in the AIMS/Agreement Section of the document.  The information provided here will create the REE-451 SCA Official Signature Page and the Statement of Work/Agreement package.

	Type of Agreement:  SCA (Specific Cooperative Agreement)



	Specialist:  Identify the ADO for the Area Office Agreements Section.



	Comments Block:  Area specific.



	Agency:  Default is the Area Office Agreements Section/no change is necessary.



	ARS ADODR: (Should be listed as PI on 416).

(Name of the ARS Principal Investigator who will be the Lead/responsible for the SCA).



	Agency Finance Office:  Default is the Area Office/no change is necessary.


	Cooperator Information: (Name and address of the Institute/University, usually their Sponsored Programs Office):

Name: 

Street or University Hall Address:  

City, State, Zip Code + 4: 
NOTE:  Zip Code + 4 required effective Feb. 1, 2008



	Cooperator's Designated Representative: (Name and address of the Person at the Cooperating Institute/University who will be the Principal Investigator for the Cooperator):

Last, First, MI :

Department Name:   

Street or Hall Address: 

City, State, Zip Code + 4: 

NOTE:  Zip Code + 4required effective Feb. 1, 2008



	Performance Reports: (AIMS entry only:  check the boxes for both Annual and Final).  

NOTE:  

· Performance Reports are required from the Cooperator's PI annually.

· They are normally due by June 1st of each year the SCA is in effect. AREA SPECIFIC
· The ARS PI receives these reports and forwards them to the Agreements Section.

· The Performance Reports received from the Cooperator can be used by the ARS PI to prepare the                    ARS-421 Progress Report, which is entered into ARIS each year. 

· The Performance Report from the Univ. PI & the 421 Progress Report are two separate reports.
Financial Reports: (AIMS entry only:  check the boxes for both Annual and Final).

NOTE:

· SCA's are not established or amended in order to "bank" funds from year to year; the SCA must serve a bona fide research need.

· Financial Status Reports are required from the Cooperator annually.

· Amendments to add funds and/or extend the time will not be approved/executed until the Agreements Section receives the current annual Financial Status and Performance Reports from the Cooperator.

	Statement of Mutual Interest:

	Mutual Agreements:

	The Cooperator Agrees To:

	ARS Agrees To:


Example Statement of Work and sequence it is entered into ARIS/AIMS:
OBJECTIVE (3,200 character limit):  (The Objective is written one time only; it is entered into the 416)

To 1) develop a beef cow-calf production system using improved cultivars of grasses and legumes for irrigated pasture application that allows for extended high carrying capacity grazing facilitating the possibility of calving on a quarterly basis instead of once yearly; 2) evaluate livestock preference of pasture legumes and grasses and relative animal performance; and 3) use livestock grazing pressure as a selection tool to breed for persistence of birdsfoot trefoil, alfalfa, tall fescue, timothy, and meadow brome.
APPROACH (3,200 character limit):   (The Approach is written one time only; it is entered into the 416)

Improved germplasm from ongoing ARS programs and breeding populations under investigation will be established in small and large scale research plots.  Large scale plots will be used to determine animal performance, carrying capacity and species preference based on weight gain and time spent grazing each species. Small plots will be grazed to determine animal preference among plant genotypes and relative persistence among plant genotypes under heavy grazing.  Livestock preference, dry matter production and plant persistence under grazing will be utilized in plant improvement programs.
KEYWORDS:  (Single keyword on one separate line and phrases on one separate line)
IRRIGATED PASTURES

INTENSIVE GRAZING

LEGUME

GRASS CULTIVAR IMPROVEMENT

STATEMENT OF MUTUAL INTEREST:  

(The Statement of Mutual Interest is entered into the Forms/Agreement Info (AIMS)/Forms/SOW Section of the AIMS component).

Both parties are actively engaged in independent research projects to develop hard winter wheats with improved resistance to stripe (yellow) rust (Puccinia striiformis), a serious fungal disease now devastating wheat crops throughout the U.S. The parties agree that meeting the objectives of this project will strengthen and enhance ongoing research on protection of wheat crops from this devastating disease. It is the intention of the parties to this Agreement that the research work shall affirm their mutual interest in cooperative research programs and exchanges and shall be for their mutual benefit and the benefit of the people of the United States.
This SCA supports research conducted under National Program(s) (NP) Numbers 101/Food Animal Production and 215/Rangeland, Pasture, and Forages.
